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BRONZE STATUE OF MARTIN LUTHER IN EISLEBEN

By Siemering, unveiled in 1883 on the four-hundredth anniversary of Luther’s birth
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44 MARTIN LUTHER

dear God,” he cried, “what did I not believe! Every-
thing seemed true, and nothing was so preposterous or
false that I did not accept it gladly.” His pious heart
was torn with emotion or kindled with ecstasy as he
visited the scenes hallowed by apostles and martyrs
and gazed upon their sacred relics. Never more credu-
lous and simple-minded believer set foot in the holy
city and reveled in its wealth of pious memories.

He saw much, it is true, to trouble and distress him.
The city was perhaps no worse than other great capi-
tals, but it was the first he had visited and its corrup-
tion pained and amazed him. Then, too, the monks
he met were much less reverent than the simple-
hearted German, and made light of many things he
. held dear. It was not unnatural that they should take
delight in shocking the unsophisticated young pilgrim,
and doubtless they painted Roman life in lurid colors
before his astonished eyes. He was told extraordinary
tales about the debauchery and vice of great church
dignitaries, including the late Pope Alexander VI of
notorious memory—tales which lost nothing in the tell-
ing. But he was too devout a soul, too absorbed in the
sacred treasures of the holy city, and too engrossed
in the task of securing divine favor by works of pen-
ance, to think much about such tales. If others were
not all they should be, he would do his duty the more
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FREDERICK THE WISE

After the portrait by Lucas Cranach in the Grand Ducal
Museum at Weimar
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CONFLICT WITH ROME 121

professor with circumspection; but he evidently did
not realize the gravity of the situation and did not
dream, as, for that matter, Luther did not, that the
affair would yet assume national importance.
Luther’s interviews with him proved exceedingly
unsatisfactory. The cardinal refused to enter into the
merits of the case, insisting quite in the spirit of
Prierias and Tetzel that it was the monk’s duty to
submit unquestioningly to the authority of the pope
and to recant unconditionally. This Luther naturally
refused to do, and when he undertook to defend his
positions, a protracted and heated discussion ensued,
which served .only to confirm him in his own views and
to convince the legate of his obduracy and heresy. The
remark attributed to Cajetan by an early biographer
of Luther is probably apocryphal: “I do not wish to
talk further with this beast, for he has deep eyes, and
his head is full of amazing speculations”; but his im-
pression of the Wittenberg professor was very unfa-
vorable, as is shown by his account of the affair sent to
the Elector Frederick, and Luther’s opinion of the
cardinal is recorded in a letter written from Augsburg
to his colleague Carlstadt. “He is perhaps a famous
Thomist, but he is an obscure and ignorant theologian
and Christian, and therefore as well fitted to manage
this affair as an ass to play the harp.” Long after-
ward Luther declared his break with the pope might
have been avoided had a more conciliatory policy been
adopted by the lcgate, and a papal ambassador is re-
ported to have atcused Cajetan of ruining the cause by
using violence instead of diplomacy. But neither re-
mark does justice to the fundamental difference of
principle between Luther and the papacy—a difference
fully apparent only some time later, but already realized
by Cajetan. As a convinced and consistent supporter









































































































146 MARTIN LUTHER

the outlook. His development had been gradual, and
he was fully prepared to take the final step when con-
fronted by it. He had not foreseen the outcome, and,
as he often said, would never have dared to begin had
he known whither he was going; but he was driven
against his will from point to point, and could not turn
back without denying his faith. History presents no
more striking example of the iron logic of events.
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Frow a copperplate cugraving by Lucas Cranach

LUTHER IN 1§21

The second earliest known likeness of Luther














































THE DIET OF WORMS 209

more than human.” Though Charles had purposely
postponed the adoption of the edict and had often acted
as if opposed to the wishes of the pope, Aleander de-
clared it was simply in order to secure the assent of
the princes to other matters of the utmost importance.
The delay, he thought, had really proved of great
benefit, and the effect of the edict was far better than
if it had been published at the opening of the diet.
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AT THE WARTBURG 227

agencies to unify the spirit of the German-speaking
race.

Thus the reformer’s enforced retirement bore rich
fruit. Set aside from his active work as leader of the
Reformation, he employed the quiet weeks of winter
solitude in the lonely castle in a stupendous task, which,
had he done nothing else, would alone have won for
him the lasting gratitude of his native land.

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Frow a photograph by Wilhelm Frust & Son, Berlin

LUTHER’S ROOM IN THE COBURG





















































































































































































































